THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
high civilization beyond the Channel in Gaul, and trust that
influence from there would protect them against further Scan-
dinavian encroachment.
The first policy had been tried and apparently had failed. In
spite of it, and although the Scandinavians were already half-
Christian, and Olaf, their King, baptized, they had come back,
to the diminution of English revenues and the increase of their
own. They had seized posts with large incomes and power,
and were the rivals of the richer English and their King. There-
fore Ethelred and his native rich men decided for leaning towards
French aid and alliance. That alliance would not be active. It
would only mean connection by marriage, and some moral
support. To secure his position Ethelred would also have to
strike terror.
Ethelred began by marrying Emma, the sister of the Duke
of Normandy. ThisVas in the year 1002. It was a second
marriage, his first wife having died. Next he proceeded to a
secret organization against the Danish magnates, and to a
sudden massacre of them on St Brice's Day (November 13) in
the same year.
Sweyn. The massacre of St Brice's Day was not un-
provoked. Eight years before, three years after Maldon, Olaf
of Norway had come again, bringing with him King Sweyn of
Denmark, and they had tried to loot London. In this they
failed, but they took ransom before they sailed away. Now, in
this massacre on St Brice's Day there had fallen Brunhilda, the
sister of King Sweyn; she was married to an English Dane,
and it was as a piece of personal revenge, as well as for personal
gain and hope of more revenue, that Sweyn came down in
great force the next year, pushing through South England,
robbing and killing. The thing went on for four years. It
was not until the year 1007 that he sailed away again, gorged
with loot.
Ethelred did the best he could in a realm now quite uncertain
and shaken, and where almost any great man was ready to
betray, whether on the Danish or the English side. He bears
the false modern nickname in history of 'the Unready,' due to
a mistranslation. What he was called in his own time was not
'the Unready,' but 'the Ill-counselled.' He built a great fleet
to preserve die country from further attack. A magnate of the
name of Wulnoth,who seems to have had some kind of hereditary
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